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OBJECTIVES

When you finish this module von will be able to:
I. Read road maps,
2: Ask and undei-stand directions to get from one place to another.

_

SITUATION SETTER

New Yorkers travel lot; especially in the summer. Most of -them travel by car.
They usually need to read city street maps and state .road maps. Th4 often need
to ask. directions. If you travel by car, you will have to/read maps and ask direc-
tions, too:This lesson will help ).,ou do both.

[1]



PART I
CIT' ST-RVETS

'BACKGROUND 'TO THE DIALOG

Nam and Kim have just arrived in Albany from New York City. -The. are n' Ful
:- ter Road..They want to go to their motel, but they are lost. Nam is ask g a 'police

officerdirectiohs,-

..Nam:. Excuse. me, Officer: I'm lost. Hox'y do. I get' to the Star Motel?
Police officer: Ti u left. at the next ,light. Take Western Avenue for a few blocks

and.you'II see it. It is on the .right, opposite the State, University.
Nam: Thank von very' much.
Nam: Another gnes.tion; please:- How do we get ffcom the motel to downtown

bane?
.Police officer: Interstate 90, is the fastest way downtown. From the motel, go back

tb, Fuller Road. Turn right on Fuller -Road. Turn right again on
Washington' Avenhe. Turn left at thefirst stoplight, and. you will be
on Interstate 90. Get off at Exit 5.. .

Nam:. Is if very 'far?
Police officer: Yes, "it's quite a ways from_the Star Motel. It's-about .four miles.

MAP 'A

INTERSTATE 90

/1>;-5"

TRAFFIC
LIGHT

WASHINGTON AVENUE.

SUNY

AT ALBANY

WESTERN AVENUE

L_ L_ L L._ L_LL,LLL
RAMADA INN

Ett
DOWNTOWN

:17.--r-1-
ALBANY

[2]



COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
1. Where do Nam and Kim want to go
2. What happened'to them?
3. Who gave them directions?
4. How do they get to the motel?
5. What is the fiistest way from the motel to lowntown Albany?

NIICROCONVERSATIONS: Practice these 40,versations with another student'.

MICROCONVERSATION 1

Student A: Excuse me. How, do I get from the State University to dOwntown Al-
bany?

Student B: (Give directions, using Map A. )

MICROCONVERSATION 2

Student A: Excuse me. How do I get from downtown Albany to the Star Motel?
Student B: (Give directions, using Map A.)

MICROCONVERSATI6N 3

Student A: Excuse !Ile. How do I get from here to the nearest hyspital?
the nearest police station?
your house?'
the nearest theater?,
the nearest. supermarket?

Student By (Answer question using real information or a local map if you need
help.)

-t

ADDITIONAL. PRACTICE

A. Draw a street- map of your neighborhood and then tell another student how to
get from your house to your best friends house.

the 'nearest gas station.,
. the police station.
the movie theater.
school.
a shopping center.
a youth center.

B. Using a street map of.your.town, ask another student how. to go from one
P*place to another.

For example:
Student A:, .Excuse me. How do I get frvi school to the library?
Student B: (Uses the map, mid answers the question.)..

1:31'
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PART 2
STATE ROADS

READING: THE NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY

The New York State Thruway is a toll road that connects New York City and Buf-
falo. You have to pay to use a toll road. When you get on the Thruway, the toll
taker gives you a card. The card tells you how much you must pay when you get
off the Thruway.. You must be very careful not to lose the card, because you must
give it to the toll taker when you pay your toll.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1.. What is a toll road? Name a toll road.
2. What does the toll taker give you when you get on the Thruway?
3. What must you give the toll taker when you get off the Thrtway?
4. What cities does the New York State Thruway connect?

[4]



MAP B.

NEW YORK STATE
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BACKGROUND TO THE DIALOG

Nam and Kim are goii1g by car from Albany- to Buffalo. Look at Map B: That is
.about 300 miles. They are traveling on the New York State Thruway. They got off
the Thruway fOr lunch at a restaurant near Roel,kester. Now they have finished
lunch, but they Cannot find the Thruway. They are lost. They are at a gas station
asking directions.

DIALOG

.Nam Exnse me. Howdo we get to-the Thruway?
Attendant: Go straight ahead until you -see a. sign for

East until you see signs fOr the Thruway.
Nam: Thank you very much.

Route 490 East. Take 490

Nam and Kim have finnALthe Thruway entrance. They are at the tollgate. Kim is
talking to the toll taker.
Kim: How do we get from the Thruway to the State University at Buffalo?
Toll Taker: Get off the Thruway at Exit 51. Turn right, off the exit, and take

Main Street, for about a mile and you will see it.
Kim: Thanks.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. Where are Nam and Kim going?
P. How are they traveling? What road are they on?
3. What happenednk. them?
4. How did thev.gLebackto the Thruway?
5. Who gave them directions to the Thruway?
6. Who gave then directions to the State University at Buffalo?
7. About how far is it from Albany to Buffalo?

POO FOR. DISCUSSION (Your teacher will give you a road map.)

Using a map of New York State, tell how to get from your city or town to a
1;laCe that you would like to visit, such as:

Buffalo.
New York City.
Albany.
Rochester.
Binghamton.

[71 1



MINI-DIALOG

Nam and Kim plan to leave their friends' house in Buffalo next week. They plan
to drive to Chicago.
Nam: How do we get from Buffalo to Chicago?
Le: Chicago is about 550 miles southwest of Buffa lci. You have to gO through

Cleveland, Ohio to get there.
Nam: Thanks; we'll take a road map with rus.
Le: If you don't have the map you need, you can get one at a gas station'

[8] 1 2



COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. Where are Nam and Kim now?
2. Where are they going?
3. In what direction is Chicago?

'4, flow far is it from Buffalo?
5. What ,should they take wikh-4.e'"-.1n?
6,' Where can they get maps?

POINTS'FOR DISCUSSION

1. :Your teacher will give yOu a map of the United States. Using the map, tell
how to get fronryour town to another place you would like to visit. Tell what
-states you *go through and what direction You go.
Tell someone how to get to:

San Francisco, alifornia
Boston, Massachusetts
Miami, Florida
Washington, D.C.
Chicago, Illinois.

MINI-DIALOG

`NariCand Kim are planning then'trip,from Buffalo to
a mileage=chart. A, mileage chart is, a map that "tells"

Nam: To get to Chicago., we have to go through
Cleveland is 194 miles:

Kim: Yes, and from Cleveland to Chicago is 364 mile
falo,to Chicago. That's a long drive for one day.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. Where are Nam and Kim go'ng?
2.. 'How far is it froth Buffalo to Cleveland? Chicago?

DISCUSSION 'QUESTIONS

1.. Have you .ever taken a long trip with your family? Where did you go? How
long did it take?,

'2. Different people havediffrent ideas about what is the "best" route. Traveling
on some; highways is fasten, but you mist pay.. Some highways have less traffic.
Some: are more scenic-WM others. What do you think is the "best" route?

Chicago. They are looking at
how far it is between cities.

Cleveland. From Buffalo to

s. That's 558 miles from Buf-

.ADDITIO AL PRACTICE

Using a ma of the United States, talk about the fbllowing:
1. Where d i l You first a ;ye in the United States? How far is it from where you

are now?
2. What places would.you.like' to visit in the United States? How would you get

there?HoW'far is it from here to thereist

[91
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TIM Notional Satan of Intorno% and Dofonso %aura,

popularly called tM Intelsat. Spam, Is a 42,6001114
hetwort of rural and Luton frotwas spinning the Nation

and connecting and wring 52 percent of 811 ollim of oar
10,000 population and many smalls( cities and tams. Gni,-

38,000 mike have been tonlidnd and are now In Ill.
When oomploted , the system will only 20 plaint of all
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MO routes any one or two digit numbers with odd
number, Iodating north-south mutes, end even numbers
Indicating eastwat routs,

Supplemental routes wry Wu digit numbers. An even

number prefix such M 2 or 4 toe major number, India*

route through or around I ally; an odd number prefix such

1 or 3 to a major route number Indicate. a spur route

into a city or are..
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READING SELECTION

If yo.0 are traveling somewhere by car. You will need a road map. Most gas sta-
tions have free road maps for New York and nearby states. In order to read a road
map `'oil need to know the meaning of symbols on the Inv. Below are two
legends which give the meanings of sonic symbols on road maps. Look at the
svmb(ls and their meanings, then do the exercises.

.green --0
ctrange
red

miles: 0

mches: 0

Scale: One inch: apProximately12.1 miles

rs so so

Highway Classifications:

62.6=
weasso==.=
=masa
unsaved. cones.

pay.] 00 Paval

payed unpad

FREE: } Multilane
TOLL Controlled Access

Other Multilane Divided
U.S. and Principal
Through-Routes.

Other Principal Roads

Other Roads

Scenic Roads

Highway- Markers:

AS Interstate

United States
(Abbreroat.ono
ALT. Allernale.
BOP. BvPaa0)

® Primaryroory, nSct aatle

rp, .s7ccoonudnatryy State

DTrans- Canada

AutoroutesIS .
Cities and Towns: (Type sizeindicates relative population.)

Larger
Principal Cities

° BUFFALO
JAMESTOWN

Bellmore Zandsitita w.rre, i..den

* State CallottPls County Seats FLATBUSH Communities aumn

Other Map Symbols:
Interitutmie _Rest Area Toll Barrier Service Area

Urban
Areas

Interchange number or name

6 Red accumulated mileages between red dots
2 2 2 Other mileages between townsounctions & interchanges

Points of Interest
z4 Winter Sports Areas

Cirnpsites
Zone Lines

24 Hr.Fbria of Entry

Airports: A 7( Se

'%/,, B State Parks and Recreation Areas
^. A. Camping 5: No Camping

ta t,at Ponrumgetss, Memorials
and Historic

7- Selected State Wayside; and
Roadside Parks

heduled Service dl Military )k Other (city Mo.)

THE INTERSTATE SYSTEM
ONE AND TWO-DIGIT SIGNS

ToEven numbers ere sastaell routes

THREE-DIGIT SIGNS
119 First digit rose: route through or

around a city

Odd numbers are north.south routes

4 (Fp Fret dill odd: spur into

r

EXERCISES ON THE READING

1. Does Interstate Route 90 run east and west, or north and south?
2. 'Does Interstate Route 87 run east and west, or north irnd south?
3. Is the symbol for a multilane divided highway or

(Circle the correct syMbol.)
4. Is the sign fOr a route into a city 135 or 495? (Cii-cle the correct symbol.)
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